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California-New York flight and the masterful way he had
navigated this meant success on the transatlantic venture.
Bathiat laid his plans to greet "the brave fellow at Le Bourget
to-morrow night." Following the "hunch" the American
Club in Paris began to organize an honorary luncheon and
a long list of American residents were asked to register
promptly and avoid the rush.
The Lindbergh flight was so well publicized in Paris and
in France during the thirty-three and one half hours that
Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis was covering the thirty-eight
hundred miles between Roosevelt Field, New York, and
Le Bourget Field, France, that an immense crowd had
gathered at Le Bourget five miles outside the gates of Paris
by nine o'clock on the evening of May 21, 1927.
Earlier in the evening excitement was tense. There had
been little news of Lindbergh's position since the liner,
Empress of Scotland, reported a plane believed to be his at
noon, though reports had circulated that he had been sighted
over Ireland and only served to heighten public suspense.
Then came word from Cherbourg that a plane resembling
the Spirit of St. Louis had passed over that city at 8:25
o'clock flying in the direction of Paris.
Every one felt that this was probably correct, and the rush
was on to Le Bourget. There was little to do for correspond-
ents of New York morning newspapers except to cable some
preliminary matter which would be of general interest. This
accomplished, I wrote and took personally to the office of the
Commercial Cable Company on the Boulevard des Capucines
a brief bulletin to be sent on the New York cable when and
if Lindbergh landed safely at Le Bourget, It said merely
that Lindbergh had landed, and was to be held for release.
I motored to Le Bourget at 7:00 P.M. The great airport
which serves most of the passenger traffic of Paris to and